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and he called his lawyer and his lawyer came over and said, "Sam, I am passing

on. I am not going to make it." His lawyer said, "What are you talking about?
The doctor said you are going to be all right." The man said, "Lieten, Sam, T
did not make four million dollars listening to people's logic. I played hunches.
I am telling you I am not going to make it. Within a few days I am not going to

' The man said, "Listen,

be here." His lawyer said, "Don't talk that way, Max.
Sam, did you change my will?" His lawyer said, "You told me fifty times. Of course,
1 changed your will." Max said, "Did you get a hold of my children?" Sam said,

"But you know, the doctor said you are going to be all right.'" He asked again

if he had gotten ahold of his children. Sam said, "No, I haven't gotten ahold

of your children." Max said, "Where are they?" Sam said, '"Well, one of them is

in Fort Lauderdale enjoying herself, and the other one is on some sort of swimming
party or something. One is in Colorado skiing and the other is golfing." He said,
"Did you contact them?" Sam said, ""How can I contact them? You guys don't get

along too good." Max said, "I asked you, Sam, did you contact them?" His lawyer
said, "I'll contact them. Don't worry, but how can I do it? I don't think it's
going to help." Max said, "Contact them." The scene then shifts to Rabbi Arthur
Moskowitz, who is the head of the Darchai Sholem Yeshiva. He just got a letter

in the mail that his bank has told him that because of the S and L crisis he has

six months to pay off his $100,000 loan or they are going to foreclose on his building.
He quickly called up his banker, Perry Levinson, and said, "Perry, what are you

doing this for? For years all-Ichave done is pay. interest on the loan."” Perry

said, "I know, I know, and in the past we accepted it, but things are different

now with this S and L crisis. We have to have the money. I've given you six months."
The tabbi said, "Please, please do something about it." Perry said, "I wish I

could but the bank:examiners wonlt let me.” So what could@ Rabbi Moskowitz do?

He wrote a tough letter to all his contributors explaining the situation, how the
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bank was going to foreclose unless he got some money and he got iin about $25,000

but he was still $75,000 short. He called his PTO and his board and tried to raise
some more money. He went scrounging around looking fior money. Four or five months
had already passed and he had only raised dbout $45,000. He now realized thta

he was in trouble, so he decided that the only thing he could do now was to see

a Mr. Segal, who lived in Connecticut off I-95. He was known as a great Baal Tzedakah.
Maybe he would give him the money to pay off the bank loan. He called up Mr. Segal

but Mr. Segal was busy. He could only see him in 3 weeks. He said, '"Well, 3 weeks,
I'11 still have a week left. I'll go see him." Meanwhile he raised a few more
thousand dollars. He was up to about $48,000. He gets in his car to go see Mr.

Segal for his 2:00 appointment, and he ran into a4 big traffic jam and then an accident.
He decided he had better pull over to the side tonget some gas and to call Mr.

Segal because he was going to be late. He pulled over to the rest area but the

gas station was closed. He said, "Well, I'll have to get off at the next stop

and find a place to call Mr. Segal and also fill the car with gas.”" The next exis

was Turkey Run Road, and he noticed a sign said Turkey Run Road West, gas stationm, four wilc
miles away. He gets off at the Turkey Run Road only he makes a mistake. He goes

east instead of west. When he realizes he has gone 5 miles and there is no gas
station he sees his error, but it is too late to turn back. The road is narrow.

There is nowhere he can go. He said, "Well, I'll go to the next indentation in

the road and then I'll turn around.” He goes another 2-3 miles and he isqgetting
desperate now. He is late. He has to all Mr. Segal. There on the side of the

road he notices an indentation. He pulls up and there is a Hebrew sign there,

Bnai Zion Cemetery. He quickly gets out of his car, walks into:the chapel, where

he is met by a mortician, and the mortician says, "Would you please sign the book?

You have come for the funeral, haven't you? We need a minyan." So he signs the

book and he goes and sits down for the funeral. After the funeral was over, a

half an hour later, he turns to the mortician and asked him, "Could you please
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direct me to a phone?" He calls up Mr. Segil and explains that he will be lace.

He had to attend a funeral. He will be there is another hour. Then he asks the
mortician where the next gas station is. He tells him to take a left at the next
road and he will end up right by the freeway and can get gas there, too. So he

goes on to talk to Mr. Segal. Mr. Segal is very nice and listens to him, pulls

out his checkbook but he says, "All I can do is $500. I can't do any more." Rabbi
Moskowitz think, "Five hundred dollars! That is not going to save his yeshiva,"

but he thanks him and then he goes home. He does not know what to say. He is

still $51,000 short so he is reconciled to the fact that maybe they will take away
his yeshiva. He said, "I'11 make one more call." He calls up Perry Levinson at

the bank and says, "Perry, you have to help me." The secretary answered and said,

"1 am sorry. Perry is no longer with the bank. He retired 3 weeks ago." He asks
who he can talk to. She says, "Well, Mr. Stevenson is now in. charge." He talked

to Mr. Stevenson who said he would take it up with the chairman.and he would call
him back in an hour. He called back in an hour and said, "I'm sorry but the chairman
says we need the money tomorrow.'" The rabbi does not know what to do, so he opens
his mail. Maybe something came in. Maybe Mr. Segal talked to some of his friends
and maybe something will come in. He opens the mail and out comes a éheck for
$52,000. He looks at the letter with the check which said that following the instructions
of Max Klingfeld his estate was to be divided among all those who attended his
funeral. A few days later he got a call from Max Klingfeld's son, Richard. He

said, '"Rabbi, how come you got money and my father left me nothing?" He listened

and then said, "Well, are you saying kaddish for your father?" The son said, "Kaddish!

We don't believe in those things."

The rabbi asked, "Well, are you making some
memoridl for him in Israel?” Are you buying some JNF trees?" Richard replied,

"Rabbi, we are Unitarians now." The rabbi then asked, '"Well, how about your brother

and sister? Are they doing anything?'" Richard said, '"'Rabbi, we did not get along."
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The rabbi said, "You know, you are right. Your father did not leave you anything.

Your father left you nothing."

As we sit around the seder table let us all hope and pray that we will all leave
our children something, that we will leave our children the three pillars of Judaism.
We will leave them a religious identity which sets goals for them throughout life,
an ethnic identity, which will allow them to be proud of who they are and what
they are, and also a resource identity so that they will be able to, when they
have trouble, look into our sources and get the hope and consolation they need

to overcome all of life's problems. Yes, when we leavé this world let us hope

and pray that our children will still be-here promulgating the ideas of Judaism

so their children and their childrens children will still be part of that great
chain which goes back 3,500 ‘years, which is meant to bring redemption to the world.
May they all know and practice the three pillars of Judaism so the Mabhiach will

come quickly in our day. Amen.
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At the seder we all sat together as families. At:the seder we all sat pogether
dialoguing between the generations. At an ideal seder there are grandparents and
children and grandchildren. At the seder the generations talk to each other.
At a seder generations give meanings to each other's lives. They share insights
and learn from each other. At the seder we all know we have a seder plate. The
seder plate is composed of two inverted triangles. On the right hand side we have
the Zeroah, which, of course, stands for the paschal lamb, the Korban Pesach.
1t stands for the courage of the Jewish people in rejecting idolatry by slaying
the lamb, which was atcthis time of year served as the incarnation of the spirit
Aries, which was the:.sign of the zodiac. We know that by putting the blood on
the door and showing that we spiritually rejected the Egyptian religion G-d redeemed
us. On the left upper corner of the plate we have the Betzah, the egg, which stands
primarily for the Jewish people. It also stood for the additional sacrifices that
were brought when the Temple stood because, as today, when we eat the Afikomen
in the place of the Korban Pesach,:the Korban Pesach was supposed to be eatenvon
a full stomach. It was not to show that we are satisfying our physical needs but
our spiritual needs. It was meant to:show that we had rejected idolatry. The
Betzah.also stands primarily for the Jewish people hecause usually when you put
something in hot water it gets softer and softer, but an egg, on the other hand,
when you put it in hot water it gets harder and harder, and that is the Jewish
people. The more that we were persecuted, the harder we became. Of course, at
the apex of the triangle, in the middle of the plate, we have the Moror, which,
of course, stood for the bitter times that the Jewibh people had in Egypt, Then
in the lower right hand cornmer we have the Harosis, which is accombination of apples,
nuts, and wine, or in the Sephardic tradition dates and nuts, and that, of course,
stood for the mortar. Then right under the Moror we have the Chazeres, which is
also a bitter herb which is used to make the Hillel sandwich, the Korech. The

Moror on top of it is used to dip into the Charosis. That is how you haveitwo
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dippings. The first dippings if the Karpas, which is on the left hand corner,

on the bottom corner, and the second dipping is when you take the Maror and dip
it into the Charosis. The Karpas, of course, stands for the greens, for spring,
for hope, also the poor quality of food the Jews had in Egypt, and the salt water
for the tears. Why do we have this seder plate, and why is it structured the way

that it is in two inverted triangles?

Also, why is it that at the seder we have four sons? Aren't there more than four
sons? We have the wise son, the evil son, the simple son, the one who does not
know how to ask, but we can make up other categories as well. We do not have the
righteous son; we have the wise son. We do not have the stupid son. We do not
have other sons. Why do we just mention these particular four sons? What's more,
why is it that we give the answers that we give to these different childrenj especially
when we know that in the Torah, itself, the question of the wicked son is given
when it says, "What:is this work po you?" The answer in the Torah which is given
is not the answer that we give in the Hagaddah. It says, "And you should say,

'A Korban Pesach it is to G-d when G-d skipped over the houses of the Sons of Israel
in Egypt when He afflicted the Egyptians and our houses He saved'.™ Instead, the
answer that we give to the wicked son is the answer that i§ found later on in the
same Torah portion when it says, "And you shall tell your child, 'Because of this,
because of what G-d did for me in Egypt that He redeemed me!." We say that if

you were then in Egypt you would not have been redeemed. Why is it that in the
Hagaddah wedo not give the answer that is actually stated right after the question,
but, instead, we give him a sharp answer, '"Because of what the Eternal did for

me when I came from out of Egypt I do this". In other words, G-d redeemed me but

if you had been there you would not have been redeemed.
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1f we look carefully at the seder plate we will notice that the top triangle really
stands for the three pillars of Judaism. What are the three pillars of Judaism?

One ie religious, that Judaism givee a religioius meaning to a person's life. Judaism
tells each of us that we are partners with G-d in creation, that we have a great

task to do, that G-d is calling us to help Him perfect this world and that, therefore,
we have a great meaning in our lives. This religious meaning directs us to help

G-d perfect the world by leading just and moral lives, by being a model of how

a society can be for the rest of the world, by being models especially by the way

we structure our families for the rest of the world. The Betzah stands for the

Jewish people. So the first pillar of those who practice Judaism is it gives you
direction. It gives you goals-in:life. The second pillar, which is represented

by the egg, is the Jewish people. It gives you an identity. You know who you

are and what you are. You can be proud of your people. You can be proud of your

past so that you do not have to worry about who you are or what you are and, therefore,
you can go and do great things. One of the big problems with many people in America
is that they do not know who they are and what they are and they have toifind themselves
before they can do anything. If you are a practicing Jew you already have an identity.
Then the third element is represented by the Moror. In life everybody has problems.
Everybody has to:carty on their back all sorts of problems, whether it is economic

or health or mental orndfamily problems. Everybody has some problems. Life is

cruel in that way because it slowly takes away our health. It sometimes takes

away our wealth. Sometimes it takes away our mind. We have always lots of problems,
and if you believe in Judaism and the Jewish way of life you have hope that aldows

you to overcome your problems. It is a great source of strength to everyone who
practices it. In the triangle below the Charosis is below theiBetzah. What does

the Charosis stand for? The Charosis tells you how it is that if you take the

Jewish religious view of life that you will have wonderful goals and meaning and

you will not be bored in life because the Charosis is composed of applee;y Ruts,
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and wine, and apples, we know, are special because-you cannot get good apples on

an apple tree unless you graft it. In order for you to have goals you have to

be interested in education and filling your mind with the knowledge of the past,

just as an apple tree in order to produce good apples has to be grafted from an
already producing apple tree. Then, of course, we know a nut tree will not grow
unless its roots are covered. You have to be attached to things. If you are attached
to things you are attached to G-d and you will grow and flourish and, finally,

you have wine, which is joy, and joy, of course, is something that we all need

in our life and if you know that you are created for a purpose it gives you great

joy knowing that and great strength to overcome your problems. If we look, toq,
right below the egg we have the Karpas. We have the greens, which stand for hope,
and also stand for tears. If you associate with the hope of your people you will
overcome your tears. You also have a goal in life to help you people, to make

your people strong. You know that you are part of somebody who heeds you and cares
for you. Then we know that the bitter herbs, the bitterness in life, can be overcome
if you have somebody to talk over your problems with. You can review your problems
and talk them ever and make sure they are ameliorated if you have a father to talk

to, 4 mother to talk to, a cousin to talk to. There is somebody you can pour your

heart out to and it helps you overcome your problems.

So we see that the symbols of the Pesach stand for the three basic pillars of Judaism,
that it 1s our job especially at the seder to give to our children the three pillars
of Judaism so that they will be able to live decent and wonderful lives, that it

is our job from one generation to another to hand these over. Thatiis why it is

so important that children attend the seder because so many of the ceremonies of

the seder are directed to elicit the questions of the children and beaause through
questioning and experience we hand over the basic pillars of Judaism to our young

people. Why do we have four sons? We know that the wise son, the wise son:is
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one who not only has a réligious understanding of Judaism and he wants to fulfill

the religious understanding of Judaism. He says, "Our G-d'. He wants to help

G-d fulfill His purposes in the world, but he is also someone who is associating

with: the Jewish people. He also wants to be part of our people, and he also realizes
that Judaism can help him solve his own problems, that Judaism gives him hope.

In fact, that is why the rabbis say that we had three leaders when we came out

of Egypt. We had Moshe and Aaron and Miriam. Moshe was the one who gave the why

of the religion, and Aaron was the one who showed the people how they can get along
wnd interact with each other and further the goals of thejpepple as a people, and
Miriam was the one who gave them hope. S0 we see that the wise son was one who

had all these: things together. He had all the three pillars of Judaism together.

What about the evil son? The evil son was the son who did not believe in the religion
anymore. He was not so sure about G-d anymore, but he was still a proud Jew. He

still was, after all, at the seder. It is like we see many times today where the
first generation were pious and the second generation came to the seder just so

they should not hurt mom and dad. Meanwhile they snickered or made funny comments

or sat there sullenly, or many times you find people who come every Friday night

to Friday night dinner to honor their parents. When they make kiddush they giggle

or talk or go out of the room or they are sullenly silent, or when the mother was
preparing things for Pesach and talking about a kosher home, the daughter would

come to:the seder and tell how she was not going to make her home kosher for Pesach.
This is the Russia. Russia still has a feeling of belonging to the Jewish people,
still knows that Judaism can probably help him with his personal problems but ratigiously
he is not really involved too much any more. He does not really believe in all

that religious junk. Of course, that is why you answer him so sharply. You tell

him, "You want to be part of the people? Part of the people is also having a religious
identity." Then we have the third som and the third son no longer has a religious

identity. He no longer has a national identity. He is not the son who is going
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work for Israel Bonds or the UJA. It is: just today we have many great people who

are not too religious but they work very hard for our people. They have a strong
ethnic identity, a strong identity with the Jewish people, but the third and fourth
generation many of them do not have it. They do not have any feeling for Israel

or the Jewish people or Jewish ideas of religion, but they do know that:if they

have personal problems that it is good to talk it over with the rabbi. They still
believe that in the Jewish tradition there are things that can. help you in interpersonal
relationships. So when they have problems they will speak to a rabbi about it.

That is the simple son. Then you have the fourth son. The fourth son is one who

is cut off from all the three pillars of Judaism. He no longer has a religious
pillar or an ethnic pillar or a psycholegical pillar that Judaism at least has
insights that can give him. He comes to:the seder only out of curiosity. In the
United States today there are a million and a half Jews who just define themselvew

as secular. They do not have any connection at all to the Jewish people. Of course,
we know that there are 210,000 Jews who actually have converted out, actually accepted
other religions. These are the four sons that are talked about at our seder, but,
thank G-d, at least they come to the seder. There is even a fifth son, who is

not talked about at all, and that fifth son is someone who does not even come near

a seder. He is the son probably who has already converted out or is not even curious
about his past at all, but the fourth son, who does not believe in the three pillars
but at least he is curious enough to come, so we have to talk to him gently and

explain to him all the things about Pesach.

I am reminded of the story they tell about Max Klingfeld who was the felt cap king
of America, who at one time was worth four million dollars before his wife died.
He had been retired for quite a while now, and, of course, he was not as wealthy

as he once was, although he still had quite a bit of money. He was feeling terrible




